BETWEEN THE BOOKENDS

March - April
2011

Library Strategic Plan Approved By Board of Trustees
The Library embarked on a strategic planning process in 2010 to guide its future growth and services, engaging the community and
Library staff to explore its future. The strategic plan will serve as a blueprint for how we plan for services as well as for how we
prioritize existing resources. The plan, approved unanimously by the Library Board at the January 2011 meeting, will explore user
experiences, services for specific populations, content and collections, and technology and the library facility. While overall
highlights follow here, we encourage residents to view the plan in its entirety at www.brookfieldpubliclibrary.info.
Plan Highlights:
Library Vision Statement: Inform, Innovate, Inspire!
Library Mission Statement: The mission of the Brookfield Public Library is to create a cultural, educational, and informational
center for the community by providing readily accessible and organized materials, programs and services that enrich the lives of
residents of all ages.
I: Services and Programs. Design and implement Library services and programs that engage the community and promote
literacy, personal information gathering and entertainment, and encourage Library use.
II: Facilities. Ensure that the Library facility responds to changing demands of users and provides, through expansion or new
construction, the capability of housing future Library collections, technologies, and programs.
III: Funding. Identify and secure the funding necessary to provide quality Library resources to the community.
IV: Marketing and Outreach. Improve community awareness about the Library’s services and programs and build broad-based
support.
V: Technology. Implement user-friendly technology that supports public service.

“Say It In 7” Poetry Contest

Celebrate National Library Week
April 10 - 16, 2011
•
•
•

•

•

•

Clear your fines: During National Library Week,
patrons can clear all of their Brookfield fines for $1.
Type your story: Introduction to Microsoft Word on
Monday, April 11 at 2:30 p.m.
Art-based stories: Pint-sized Picassos on
Wednesday, April 13 at 10:30 a.m. For ages 2-5 with
caregiver.
Write your life story: A six-part program starting
April 13 at 1:30 p.m. that helps mine your memories
and write your life story.
Wordplay Workshop: Kids learn all the fun they
can have with words on Wednesday, April 14 at 4:00
p.m.
Present your story: Introduction to Microsoft
PowerPoint on Thursday, April 14 at 7:00 p.m.

To celebrate National Poetry Month and Earth Day in
April, we invite Brookfield students and residents of all
ages to celebrate the natural world in just 7 words. Poems
need to be 7 words in length - no more, no less - and
pertain to nature or the environment.
Entry forms are available at the Information Desk, and are
due by April 30. Winners might see their poems displayed
at Great Bear Wilderness, and grand prizes include:
Grades 1-5: Nintendo DS
Young Adult: iPod Nano
Adult: NOOK eReader

“Say It In 7” was created locally, and inspired by the
Language of Conservation project.
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Adult Programs and Events
Register in person, by phone, (708) 485-6917, or online @ www.brookfieldpubliclibrary.info/calendar
Space is limited and registration is ongoing until programs fill.

Knitting Club
Wednesday, March 2 & 16; April 6 & 20 at 7:00 p.m.
Join us for Knitting Club. All skill levels are welcome.
College Planning Workshop
Monday, March 14 at 7:00 p.m.
Ryan Williamson from Horizon Wealth Management in
LaGrange will discuss the basics of planning financially
for college.
Speaking of Unmentionables
Thursday, March 24 at 7:00 p.m.
Women’s fashions are shaped, literally
and figuratively, by their underclothes,
which are the unseen history of an era.
This novel presentation will unveil some
myths about women’s unmentionables and includes
examples of unmentionables throughout history.
Financial Planning for Special Needs Families
Wednesday, April 6 at 7:00 p.m.
Met Life will lead this seminar, which focuses on the
financial concerns of families who have dependents with
special needs.
Write Your Life Story
Wednesday, April 13 & 27 at 1:30 p.m.
Join us for this six-part series designed to help
you collect and record your life story. We’ll use
several tools, including online genealogy
resources and group discussion to mine your
memories. This series meets alternating weeks
for six weeks starting April 13.

Adult Winter Reading Program:

Have a Latte Fun
@ your library
Discover all the Library has to offer during the Brookfield
Public Library’s Adult Winter Reading Program, Have a
Latte Fun @ your library. Bingo cards, where patrons
can cross off squares for reading books, checking out
movies, and attending programs, are available at the
Information Desk. Return your completed Bingo card by
Saturday, March 19 to be entered into our prize drawing.

AARP Offers Free Tax Assistance
Need Help with your taxes? AARP volunteers will be at
the Library to provide free tax assistance on Fridays
through April 15. Appointments are available at Noon,
1:00, 2:00 or 3:00. Sign up today to reserve a time; slots
fill up quickly! Call 708/485-6917 x130 or register in
person at the Library.
Registrants will need to bring previous tax returns and
any applicable forms and statements to the appointment.

Saturday, April 9
12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Join the library and other
Brookfield businesses for
Brookfield’s bridal expo,
Brides on the Boulevard,
located on Grand Boulevard,
between Grant and Prairie
Avenues.

Computer Classes
Introduction to Computers:
Thursday, March 3 at 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, April 21 at 7:00 p.m.
Introduction to the Internet:
Thursday, April 7 at 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, April 28 at 7:00 p.m.
Introduction to Microsoft Word:
Thursday, March 17 at 7:00 p.m.
Monday, April 11 at 2:30 p.m.

Introduction to Microsoft Excel:
Monday, March 14 at 2:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 23 at 10:30 a.m.

Introduction to Blogs:
Friday, March 18 at 11:00 a.m.

Introduction to HTML:
Introduction to Microsoft PowerPoint: Saturday, March 19 at 11:00 a.m.
Saturday, March 26 at 10:30 a.m.
NEW! Google Tips and Tricks:
Thursday, April 14 at 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 19 at 1:30 p.m.
Monday, April 25 at 2:30 p.m.
Registration, with a 24-hour cancellation policy,
is required for all computer classes.
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Adult Book and Film Discussions
Register in person, by phone, (708) 485-6917, or online @ www.brookfieldpubliclibrary.info/calendar
Space is limited and registration is ongoing until programs fill.

Movie Matinees

Film Discussions
Come Undone (Italy)
March 8 (Tues.), 6:30 p.m.
Anna has everything she thought she needed -- a respectable
career, a caring family, and a loving partner -- until she meets
Domenico, a handsome, married waiter.

Joan Rivers: A Piece of Work
Saturday, March 12 at 2:00 p.m.
In honor of Women's History month, we'll be
paying tribute to comedienne & fashion critic
Joan Rivers.

How I Ended This Summer (Russia)
April 12 (Tues.), 6:30 p.m.
On a desolate island in the Arctic Circle, two men work at a small
meteorological station. With one bad decision, the situation
explodes against a chilling backdrop of thick fog, sharp rocks, and
the merciless Arctic Sea.

Shadows
Saturday, April 30 at 2:00 p.m.
In honor of Jazz Appreciation month, Ian
Tiele, president of the Brookfield Jazz Society,
& our own "Movie Marty" will be showing the
1959 jazz classic Shadows.

Book Discussions
Stop by the Hold Shelf to pick up a copy of Book
Club books.
New participants are always welcome!
Fiction Book Club
Meets 3rd Tuesday of every month @ the Library

Sci-Fi & Fantasy Book Club
March 10 (Thur.), 7:00 p.m.
The Windup Girl by Paolo Bacigalupi
A tale of Bangkok struggling for survival in a post-oil era of
rising sea levels and out-of-control mutation.

March 15 (Tues.), 7:00 p.m.
Girls’ Night Out
Homer & Langley by E. L. Doctorow
Meets 3rd Monday of every month @ Salt Creek Wine Bar
A small but sweeping masterpiece about the infamous New
March 21 (Mon.), 7:00 p.m.
York hermits, the Collyer brothers.
Anybody Out There? by Marian Keyes
April 19 (Tues.), 7:00 p.m.
When Anna Walsh wakes up in her family's house in Dublin
badly injured and with no memory of what has happened,
The Widow of the South by Robert Hicks
she returns to New York to find clues to her memory loss.
The saga of Carrie McGavock, a lonely Confederate wife
who finds purpose transforming her Tennessee plantation
April 18 (Mon.), 7:00 p.m.
into a hospital and cemetery during the Civil War.
Austenland by Shannon Hale
Wye Valley Afternoon Book Club
Because her obsession with Jane Austen is ruining her
love life, Jane Hayes is delighted when she gets the
Meets every month @ Wye Valley Apartments, British Home
chance to take a trip that caters to Austen-crazed women.
March 7 (Mon.), 2:30 p.m.
The Story of Chicago May by Nuala O’Faolain
Non-Fiction Book Club
In 1890, 19-year-old May Duignan left her hardscrabble Meets 1st Tuesday, every other month @ the Library
Irish town with her family's savings and transformed into
April 5 (Tues.), 7:00 p.m.
the notorious thief and prostitute Chicago May.
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind: Creating Currents
of Electricity and Hope by William Kamkwamba
April 11 (Mon.), 2:30 p.m.
Growing up amid famine and poverty in rural Malawi, an
The Other Boleyn Girl by Philippa Gregory
inventive fourteen-year-old saw wind energy as a way to
Sisterly rivalry is the basis of this fresh, wonderfully vivid
power his dreams.
retelling of the story of Anne Boleyn.
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Children’s Programs & Events
Register in person, by phone at (708) 485-6917, extension 140,
or online @ www.brookfieldpubliclibrary.info/calendar

Read to Succeed with the Chicago Wolves
2011 Winter/Spring Reading Program
The last day to report your books for Read to Succeed is Saturday, March 19, so be sure to keep on reading.
Through Thursday, March 17, you can still enter our weekly raffle to win Chicago Wolves prizes. Good luck!

STORYTIMES—REGISTRATION REQUIRED

SATURDAY DROP-IN STORYTIMES
NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Some storytimes still have room; please join us. Morning
storytimes last for about 30 minutes. Evening storytimes
last for about 45 minutes.

Bilingual English/Spanish Family Storytime

Book Babies (ages 6-23 months with caregiver)
Wednesdays, through March 16 — 11:30 a.m.–Noon
or Thursdays, through March 17— 11:30 a.m.–Noon
A lapsit storytime for caregivers and babies in a playgroup
setting. Come hear stories, sing songs, do fingerplays, and
make new friends.

Saturday, March 5 and April 2
10:30-11 a.m.
Stories will be presented in both Spanish
and English. La hora de cuentos en inglés
y en español incluye la lectura, rimas, y
canciones. El programa dura 30 minutos y no se necesita
registrar anteriormente.

Terrific 2s & 3s (ages 24 months-3 years with
caregiver)
Tuesdays, through March 15—11:15-11:45 a.m.
Little ones and their caregivers enjoy stories, rhymes and
songs.
Fantastic 4s & 5s (ages 4-5 years; caregivers wait in
the library) Wednesdays, through March 16—1:15-1:45
p.m. or Thursdays, through March 17—10:30-11 a.m.
Preschoolers will enjoy stories, sing songs, learn new
rhymes, and have fun. This age group may attend storytime
on their own while caregivers wait in the library.
Evening Family Storytime (all ages with caregiver)
Wednesdays, through March 16—6:45-7:30 p.m.
Bring the family to our evening storytime! Stories, rhymes,
and an easy craft promise fun for all.

TOTALLY TERRIFIC TURTLES
WITH DEB THE FROG LADY
REGISTRATION REQUIRED
All ages with caregiver—Friday, April 8—4-5 p.m.

They live on land, in ponds, rivers and even the ocean.
And though there are similarities among them, these
reptiles couldn't be more diverse. Learn about, meet, and
touch several live turtles. Prepare to be amazed!

(all ages; kids under 3 with caregiver)

Family Storytime (all ages; kids under 3 with
caregiver) Saturday, March 12 and April 9
10:30-11 a.m.
Stories, rhymes & an easy craft.

FAMILY FRIDAY NIGHT
REGISTRATION REQUIRED
All ages; kids under 12 with caregiver
Friday, March 11—6:30-7:30 p.m.
Everybody’s Irish for St. Patrick’s Day!
Our friend Laura Doherty from the Old Town
School of Folk Music returns to the Library to help us start
the party with toe-tapping Irish tunes and more.
This program is FREE, but you must register.

PINT-SIZED PICASSOS
REGISTRATION REQUIRED
Ages 2-5 with adult caregiver
Wednesday, April 13—10:30-11:15 a.m.

Come for a special art-based storytime with stories,
songs, and an art project. Please make sure your
artist is dressed for mess and ready to have fun.
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Children’s Programs & Events
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
REGISTRATION REQUIRED
Eager Readers Book Club (Grades K-2)
Thursday, March 3—4:30-5:15 p.m.
We'll read a book as a group, talk about it and
do a related craft. Everyone who participates earns a
collectible sticker.
We Play Wii (Grades 1-5) Thursday, March 10—4-5 p.m.
Get your game on! Come play MarioKart, Wii Sports and
other fun games...and enjoy some snacks, of course.
Kids Friday Film Festival (Grades 1-5; younger kids
are welcome if caregiver watches movie too)
Friday, March 11—4-5:30 p.m.
Come watch a movie with us (rated G or PG). Popcorn and
lemonade are served.
SkittlesⓇ Bingo (All ages; under 8 with caregiver)
Monday, March 21—3:15-3:45 p.m.
Join us for SkittlesⓇ bingo. Play bingo using candy as
markers and maybe win a prize.
PokéMania (Grades 1-5) Thursday, March 17 —4-5 p.m.
Come to the library and catch ’em all! We'll use the library
laptops to learn about PokémonⓇ and real-life animals.
This program is limited to 8 participants, so sign up early.
Reading Patch Book Club (Grades 3-6)
Tuesday, March 29 & April 26 — 4:30-5:15 p.m.
Earn a cool embroidered patch by reading and talking
about books. We’ll have a large selection of books at the
Information Desk for you to choose from when you sign up.
WORDPLAY WORKSHOP—REGISTRATION REQUIRED
1st grade and up — Wednesday, April 13 — 4-5 p.m.
Do you like to write and be creative? Join the Foundation
for Light Verse for this fun workshop all about words. You'll
learn about anagrams, palindromes, rebuses and lots of
other fun things you can do with words.

WEEKEND PROGRAMS—REGISTRATION REQUIRED
LegoⓇmania (Grades 1-6)
Saturday, March 19, 10:30 a.m.-Noon
Join your fellow LegoⓇmaniacs and make amazing
creations. If you have used LegosⓇ to donate, we’d love
to have them.
Quiltmakers (Kids ages 9+; adults welcome)
Saturday, March 12 & 26; April 9 & 23
Beginning: 1-3 p.m.
Learn quilting & make your own masterpiece in fabric.
All quilts will be donated to charity.
Advanced: 3-5 p.m.
Experienced quilters can take their skills to the next level.
Instructor permission required. All quilts will be donated to
charity.
Quiltmakers Workshop (Kids ages 9+ with caregiver)
Sunday, March 13 & 27— 1-5 p.m.; April 10 & 24
Kids accompanied by an adult caregiver may continue
working on their quilts.
WEEKEND DROP-IN PROGRAM
Creative Kids Drop-In Crafts (All ages)
Friday-Sunday, March 4-6 & April 1-3; All day
Budding artists can stop by Youth Services and pick up
our popular do-it-yourself craft kits.
NATIONAL POETRY MONTH WORKSHOP
REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Grades 3-5 — Thursday, April 21—4-5 p.m.
Express yourself! Laura Van Prooyen will help young
writers generate and share original work in this fun
workshop. Laura is a published poet who teaches at
Dominican University and lives in Brookfield. This
program is inspired by the Language of Conservation.

GYM SHOE GARDENS
BUBBLE BASH HANDS-ON SCIENCE LAB
REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Kids in K-5th grade with adult caregiver
Saturday, April 16 — 2-4 p.m.
Explore the mysterious, miraculous world of bubbles.
Kids and adults will be able to conduct hands-on science
experiments in bubbleology and enjoy some snacks, too.

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Grades 1-5 — Wed., April 20 — 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Can a shoe be a garden? You bring your old gym shoes;
we'll provide the soil and seeds. One shoe garden can be
taken home; the other will become part of the Prairie
Patch Garden at Brookfield Zoo. This program is inspired
by the Language of Conservation.
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Young Adult Programs
Call the Youth Services Department at (708) 485-6917, ext. 140, or check out the website at
www.brookfieldpubliclibrary.info/youngadults/blog for more information.

“Say It In 7”:
Young Adult Poetry Contest!
April is National Poetry Month, time for our annual young
adult poetry competition! Write a poem and submit either
a paper entry to Youth Services or via e-mail to
ldimick@brookfieldpubliclibrary.info. This year our theme
is nature, and the goal is to make your entry 7 words long.
Please write your name, age, phone number, and title of
your poem (if it has one) on your entry. One entry per
person. Entries will be judged on creativity and originality.
Winners will be chosen and awarded prizes: the grand
prize is an iPod Nano. Entries are due by April 30.

March—April Schedule
Our Young Adult programs are open to kids ages 11
and up; Friday night programs are for ages 12 and up.
Registration is not necessary, but let us know if you’d like
a reminder call before each program.

Saturday Movie Marathon—Like movies? Like
snacks? Come to the Saturday Movie Marathon for both!
Each marathon we'll watch as many movies as time
allows, eat lots of snacks, and crank out some DIY
projects. Check the blog to find out which movies we'll be
showing next!
Saturday, March 5
12-5 p.m.

NATIONAL POETRY MONTH WORKSHOP

AniManga Club—Like Pocky? Like Anime and
Manga? Join the AniManga Club twice a month for a new
Anime movie or series and Japanese snacks! Call us or
Grades 6-9 — Thursday, April 28—4-5 p.m.
Express yourself! Laura Van Prooyen will help young adult check the blog to find out what’s showing next.
4-5:30 p.m.
writers generate and share original work in this fun Mondays, March 7 & 21 April 4 & 18
workshop. Enter your finished poem in our poetry contest.
Laura is a published poet who teaches at Dominican
Young Adult Movie Night—Movies you like, shown
University and lives in Brookfield. This program is inspired
big and turned up loud, and don’t forget the cheesy
by the Language of Conservation.
popcorn!
Monday, April 25
6:30—8:30 p.m.
REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Red Cross Babysitting With CPR
Develop your professional skills with our Red Cross
Babysitting Training class! Learn basic child care,
safety, first aid, and CPR. A $45 fee covers all supplies
and Red Cross certification, and is payable when you
register. Please register in person at the Youth Services
desk. We need 6 students to hold the class, so please
register early. Ages 11-15.
Session I: Monday, March 28 & Tuesday, March 29—
12:00—5:30 p.m.
Registration ends March 21 or when the class is full.
Session II: Tuesday, April 26 & Wednesday, April 27—
12:00—5:30 p.m.
Registration ends April 20 or when the class is full.

You must attend both classes of a session to be
certified by the Red Cross.

After Hours—After the library closes it’s time for our
monthly young adult night of fun. Come for an evening of
Internet, DJ Hero & Rock Band, Super Smash Brothers
Brawl tournament play, & lots of snacks.
Fridays, March 25 & April 22
6:30-8:30 p.m.

Celebrate Teen Tech
Week: Mix & Mash @
Your Library
March 6-12
Teen Tech Week is sponsored by the Young Adult
Library Services Association (YALSA) and is a
celebration of all the technology resources available at
the library. We'll be celebrating Teen Tech Week all
throughout March, so check the blog for details!

Betw een the bookends

Page 7

Friends of the Library
Friends of the Library (FOL) meetings are held the second Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m.

Memorial Aquarium
The Friends of the Library have generously donated a
freshwater aquarium to honor the memory of our friend and
colleague, Marilyn Fay, who loved animals and nature.
Also funded is the monthly maintenance of the aquarium,
which will be home to a variety of freshwater fish when it is
fully stocked.

Where, Oh Where,
Do Leftover Books Go?
Have you ever wondered what happens to hundreds of
leftover books after a Friend's book sale?
Some books go on to other book sales. Congress Park
and St. Barbara School and Cat Nap have all used our
leftover books to help support their book sales.

Spring Book Sale
Adult & Children’s, Fiction & Non-fiction
Friday, April 1: 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Members Only Preview Sale
Wine and snacks will be served while you browse the
hundreds of books for sale. Members are able to renew
membership that evening.
Saturday, April 2: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Open to the public; no scanners please.
Sunday, April 3: 12:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Half Price Sale
The Friends of the Library are seeking gently used books,
tapes, CD's and DVDs. Your donations can be dropped
off at the Check Out Desk at the library or you may call if
you need books picked up.

Teachers use leftover children’s books for their
classrooms and young adult books have found their way
to inner city schools and detention centers. The Illinois
prison system has been another home for leftover
books, as well as the Brookfield train station.
And for those books that are tired and worn out, they
find their way to a recycling center that gives them a
new purpose.
Our leftover books are always looking for new homes; if
you know of a nonprofit that could use books, please let
us know.

The Friends of the Library is a non-profit that gives
physical and financial support to the Brookfield
Public Library through fundraising and outreach
activities, including book sales and the Taste of
Brookfield @ Your Library.
Help support the Brookfield Public Library by
getting involved. For more information, find our
web page at brookfieldpubliclibrary.info/friends,
email us at friends@brookfieldpubliclibrary.info, or
attend a meeting.
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2010 Year In Review
2010 will be remembered for many things, but at the Library we will remember it as another great year for Library statistics. The
Library continues to be a vibrant hub of activity where people come to explore their interests and get the answers they need. It is
a homework center, a gathering place and an entertainment complex. It is not only a place to borrow books and DVDs, but a
place to attend workshops, computer training classes, and informative seminars. Weekly storytimes, movies, and activities draw
crowds of all ages. Computers and laptops provide access to the Internet, online resources, and common software such as
Microsoft Word and Excel. The Library is busier than ever as shown in these statistics:

Annual Visits:

126,322
129,274 125,639

95,852

2005-06

Annual Check-Outs:

245,262

126,322

107,470

225,428
199,743

82,947

2006-07

2007

245,262

2008

2009

Library Cardholders
Staff Announcements
Congratulations to Reference Librarian
Christy Eyre! Christy is celebrating five
years of dedicated service to the
library in April.

2010

150,903

158,750

2005-06

2006-07

125,315

2007

2008

2009

2010

12,605 Brookfield residents are active Library card users.
That is 66% of Brookfield’s population.

Meet Wooly Bully!
Congratulations to Mary
Cooper for her winning
entry, and thanks to
everyone for your wonderful
and creative suggestions.

Library Closings
The library will be
closed on Sunday,
April 24 in
observance of Easter.

