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Name the Library Bison! 
 
 
 
 
 

We love our bison - a gift from Brookfield Zoo - but 
he is in desperate need of a name.  

Library patrons can submit name 
suggestions for a chance to win bragging 
rights and a prize.  

Entry forms are available at the Information and  
Checkout desks. Entries are due by February 1, 
2011. 

 

Winter Happenings at the Library 
 

When the weather is frightful, you might not feel like leaving your cozy home, but the Library has a myriad of programs 
to help ward off cabin fever.  Below is a sampling of what we are offering to keep you informed and entertained.   
 

Strategic Planning Continues 
Trustees and staff of the Library have been working 
diligently these last six months on a strategic plan for 
years 2011-2013. The plan, which is expected to be 
introduced in the next newsletter in March, will be aligned 
with Brookfield’s needs and was formed using the 
feedback provided by a broad spectrum of community 
stakeholders and area organizations.   
 
Five strategic areas of emphasis will be identified in the 
plan: services and programs, facilities, funding, marketing 
and outreach, and technology. Please join us to discuss 
finalizing the plan at the January Board meeting on 
Wednesday, January 26 at 7:00 p.m. 

1. Reading Programs for all ages, starting on 
January 3.  Read for fun, and receive prizes.  Details 
inside!  

2. Winter Hike at the Oak Savannah on Saturday, 
January 22 at 9:30 a.m.  Join Mel 
Tracy of the Brookfield Conservation 
Commission at the picnic pavilion at 
Kiwanis Park for a winter hike to view 
birds and mammal tracks.  Hot cocoa 
will be provided. 

3. Family Friday Night on Friday, February 11 at 
6:30 p.m.  Come enjoy the rockin’ sounds of Little 
Miss Ann after hours at the library. This event is for 
all ages; kids under 12 need a caregiver.  
Registration is required.   

4. Chicago Wolves Player Visit on 
Tuesday, February 15 at 4:30 p.m.  
Ask questions and get autographs 
from Chicago Wolves Center, Riley 
Holzapfel.   

5. Free Movies!  The Library will show foreign films and 
the Girl Who… series for adults, anime for teens, and 
special Friday Film Festivals for kids.   

6. The Library is open 24/7 on the Internet.  Visit us 
online at brookfieldpubliclibrary.info to search for 
books and movies, use our research page to link to a 
tutor or career professional live through Tutor.com, or 
download eBooks and audiobooks via MyMediaMall.  
Don’t forget you can also chat, text or call a Librarian 
during normal business hours.  
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Adult Programs & Events 
Register in person, by phone, 708/485-6917, or online @ www.brookfieldpubliclibrary.info/calendar 

Space is limited and registration is ongoing until programs fill.  

Computer Classes 
Registration, with a 24-hour cancellation policy, is 

required for all computer classes.  
 

Introduction to Computers:        
Thursday, January 6 at 7:00 p.m. 
Saturday, January 29 at 10:30 a.m. 
Thursday, February 3 at 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, February 17 at 7:00 p.m.  
 

Introduction to the Internet:     
Monday, January 10 at 2:30 p.m. 
Thursday, January 20 at 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, February 10 at 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, February 24 at 7:00 p.m.  
 

Introduction to Email:      
Monday, January 24 at 3:00 p.m. 
Friday, February 18 at 11:00 a.m. 
*If you need a free email account, please arrive 30 minutes early. 
Otherwise, bring your login and password at the scheduled time.* 
 

Introduction to Microsoft Word:   
Saturday, January 8 at 10:30 a.m. 
Thursday, January 27 at 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, February 14 at 2:30 p.m.  
  

Introduction to Microsoft Excel:   
Friday, January 21 at 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday, February 12 at 10:30 a.m. 
Monday, February 28 at 2:30 p.m. 
 

NEW!  Introduction to Microsoft PowerPoint: 
Monday, January 31 at 2:30 p.m. 
Saturday, February 26 at 10:30 a.m. 

Knitting Club              
Wednesday, January 5 & 19;  
February 2 & 16 at 7:00 p.m.                                       
Join us for Knitting Club.  All skill levels are welcome.   
 
Winter Hike at the Oak Savannah 
Saturday, January 22 at 9:30 a.m. 
Summer isn’t the only time to enjoy nature and 
view wildlife. Join Mel Tracy of the Brookfield 
Conservation Commission for a winter hike to view birds 
and mammal tracks.  Meet at the picnic pavilion at Kiwanis 
Park dressed for the weather and with binoculars, if you 
have them.  Hot cocoa will be provided. 
 
Hidden Star Wars 
Saturday, January 22 at 1:00 p.m. 

Experience Star Wars like never before 
with this thrilling insider's peek at one of 
the most treasured film series in the 
galaxy. We'll hear inside jokes, secret 
references to other Star Wars films, and 
dozens more exciting moments included 
by the filmmakers. 
 

Stress Meditation 
Friday, February 4 at 1:00 p.m. 
Rev. Karen Jacobson will introduce us to three popular 
meditation techniques centered on stress reduction for  
achieving inner peace and a calm state of mind. Please 
wear comfortable clothes.  
 
The Art of Dim Sum 
Wednesday February 16 at 7:00 p.m. 
In honor of Chinese New Year, local chef Andrew Comens 
presents a program on making the traditional Chinese dish 
Dim Sum. Comens will talk about what Dim Sum is and 
present easy recipes for making it on your own. 

Adult Winter Reading Program: 
 

Have a Latte Fun  
@ your library 

 

Discover all the Library has to offer during the Brookfield 
Public Library’s Adult Winter Reading Program, Have a 
Latte Fun @ your library. Bingo cards, where patrons can 
cross off squares for reading books, checking out movies, 
and attending programs, are available at the Information 
Desk. Return your completed Bingo card by Saturday, 
March 19 to be entered into our prize drawing.  

New Daytime Book Discussion Group 
to meet at Wye Valley, British Home 

 

The Brookfield Public Library and British Home have 
partnered to offer the community an afternoon book 
discussion group.  The group will meet at the Wye Valley 
Apartments Dining Hall on the British Home Campus 
(8700 West 31st Street).  Join us there for the following:  
   

• Informational meeting: Mon., January 10 at 2:30 p.m. 
• Book Discussion: Monday, February 7 at 2:30 p.m. 

on the book Q & A by Vikas Swarup 
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Sci-Fi & Fantasy Book Club 
Meets 2nd Thursday, every other month @ the Library  
January 13 (Thur.),  7:00 p.m.    
The Kingdom of Ohio by Matthew Flaming 
An alternative history of the American frontier with a 
fantastic bent.  
 

Fiction Book Club 
Meets 3rd Tuesday of every month @ the Library 
January 18 (Tues.), 7:00 p.m.   
Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen 
A novel of star-crossed lovers, set in the circus world circa 
1932. 
 

February 15 (Tues.), 7:00 p.m.   
Q & A / Slumdog Millionaire by Vikas Swarup 
How can a poor orphan who has never read a newspaper 
or been to school answer all 12 questions on Who Will Win 
a Billion unless he cheated?   
 
Wye Valley Afternoon Book Club 
Meets every month @ Wye Valley Apartments, British Home  
February 7 (Tues.), 2:30 p.m.   
Q & A / Slumdog Millionaire by Vikas Swarup 

Girls Night Out 
Meets 3rd Monday of every month @ Salt Creek Wine Bar 
January 17 (Mon.), 7:00 p.m. 
I Don’t Know How She Does It by Allison Pearson 
Kate Reddy, a hedge fund manager and mother of two, 
struggles to juggle and balance her professional and 
personal lives. 
 

February 21 (Mon.), 7:00 p.m.   
Sullivan’s Island by Dorothea Benton Frank 
Troubled by her unfaithful husband and difficult teenaged 
daughter, Susan Hayes returns home to Sullivan's Island in 
an attempt to reconnect with her past.  
 

Non-Fiction Book Club 
Meets 1st Tuesday, every other month @  the Library 

February 1 (Tues.),  7:00 p.m.   
Royko in Love by Mike Royko 
Love letters written from a young Mike Royko to his wife 
Carol. 

Film Discussions  
Alamar  (Mexico)               
January  11 (Tues.), 6:30 p.m.  
With only a few weeks to spend together, Jorge teaches his 
young son Natan about their Mayan heritage and the life of a  
fisherman. As the bond between father and son grows 
stronger, Natan learns to live in harmony with life above and 
below the surface of the sea.   
 

1981 (Canada)  
February 8 (Tues.), 6:30 p.m.        
This cheeky, coming-of-age comedy set in 1981 tells the 
story of 11 year-old Ricardo who - struggling to fit in at his 
new school - weaves a web of untruths, which he must 
carefully maintain to keep up appearances. But when reality 
finally catches up with him, Ricardo is forced to come to 
terms with his true self.  

Adult Book and Film Discussions 
Register in person, by phone, 708/485-6917, or online @ www.brookfieldpubliclibrary.info/calendar 

Space is limited and registration is ongoing until programs fill.  

Special Film Series 
 

 

Since their release in 2008, the books in Stieg 
Larsson's Millennium trilogy are among the most 
popular in the world, selling over 27 million 
copies in over 40 countries. Join us this winter for 
a special series as we view and discuss the 
Swedish films based on these titles.  
 

 

The Girl Who Played with Fire  
Saturday, January 15 at 1:00 p.m.   

 
The Girl Who Kicked 
the Hornet’s Nest 
Saturday, February 19 at 1:00 p.m. 

Book Discussions 

Stop by the Hold Shelf to pick up a copy of Book 
Club books.   

New participants are always welcome! 
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Children’s Programs & Events 

Registration for Read to Succeed begins January 3.  Kids ages 2 through 9th grade can set their own reading 
goals and win weekly prizes. We’ll also raffle off Chicago Wolves hats, ticket vouchers, posters & mini hockey 
sticks every week. Be sure to mark your calendars for our Chicago Wolves player visit in February. 

Register in person, by phone at 708-485-6917, extension 140,  
or online @ www.brookfieldpubliclibrary.info/calendar 

 STORYTIMES—REGISTRATION REQUIRED 
Read, sing and dance with us at the library. Children can 
enjoy wonderful books, develop early literacy skills and 
make new friends. Please sign up for the program that is 
age-appropriate for your child, and register only once so 
that others may also attend. Morning storytimes last for 
about 30 minutes. Evening storytimes last for about 45 
minutes.   
 

Book Babies (ages 6-23 months with caregiver)  
Wednesdays, January 12-March 16 — 11:30 a.m.–Noon  
or Thursdays, January 13-March 17— 11:30 a.m.–Noon  
A lapsit storytime for caregivers and babies in a playgroup 
setting. Come hear stories, sing songs, do fingerplays, and 
make new friends. 
 

Terrific 2s & 3s (ages 24 months-3 years with 
caregiver) 
Tuesdays, January 11-March 15—10:30-11:00 a.m. or 
NEW SESSION! 11:15-11:45 a.m. or 
Wednesdays, January 12-March 16—10:30-11:00 a.m. 
Little ones and their caregivers enjoy stories, rhymes & 
songs. 
 

Fantastic 4s & 5s (ages 4-5 years; caregivers wait in 
the library) 
Wednesdays, January 12-March 16—1:15-1:45 p.m. or 
Thursdays, January 13-March 17—10:30-11 a.m. 
Preschoolers will enjoy stories, sing songs, learn new 
rhymes, and have fun. This age group may attend 
storytime on their own while caregivers wait in the library. 
 

Evening Family Storytime (all ages with caregiver) 
Wednesdays, January 12-March 16—6:45-7:30 p.m.  
Bring the family to our evening storytime! Stories, rhymes, 
and an easy craft promise fun for all.  

SATURDAY DROP-IN STORYTIMES 
NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED 

Bilingual English/Spanish Family Storytime  
(all ages; kids under 3 with caregiver) 
Saturday, February 5—10:30-11 a.m.  
Stories will be presented in both Spanish 
and English.  La hora de cuentos en inglés 
y en español incluye la lectura, rimas, y canciones. El 
programa dura 30 minutos y no se necesita registrar 
anteriormente. 
 

Family Storytime (all ages; kids under 3 with  
caregiver) 
Saturday, January 8 and February 12—10:30-11 a.m.   
Stories, rhymes & an easy craft for families. 

Read to Succeed with the Chicago Wolves 
2011 Winter Reading Program  

SPECIAL EVENT—FAMILY FRIDAY NIGHT 
REGISTRATION REQUIRED 

All ages; kids under 12 with caregiver 
Friday, February 11—6:30-7:30 p.m.  

 

Come enjoy the rockin’ sounds 
of Little Miss Ann after hours 
at the library. 
Ann Torralba teaches at the Old 
Town School of Folk Music and 
has released two children's CDs: 
Music for Tots and Clap for 
Love.   
Kids and their grown-ups will 

have a great time singing and dancing with Little 
Miss Ann! Lemonade & cookies will be served. 
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Children’s Programs & Events 

WEEKEND DROP-IN PROGRAM 
NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED 

 

Creative Kids Drop-In Crafts (All ages) 
Friday-Sunday, January 7-9 & February 4-6—All day  
Budding artists can stop by Youth Services and pick up 
our popular do-it-yourself craft kits. 

 WEEKEND PROGRAMS 
REGISTRATION REQUIRED 

 

LegoⓇmania (Grades 1-6) 
Saturday, January 22; February 19 
10:30 a.m.-Noon  
Join your fellow LegoⓇmaniacs and 
make amazing creations. If you have used LegosⓇ  to 
donate, we’d love to have them. 
 

Quiltmakers (Kids ages 9+; adults welcome) 
Saturday, January 15 & 29; February 12 & 26 
 Beginning: 1-3 p.m.  
Learn quilting & make your own masterpiece in fabric. All 
quilts will be donated to charity. 
 Advanced: 3-5 p.m. 
Experienced quilters can take their skills to the next level. 
Instructor permission required. All quilts will be donated to 
charity. 
 

Quiltmakers Workshop (Kids ages 9+ with caregiver) 
Sunday, January 16 & 30; February 13 & 27— 1-5 p.m.  
Kids accompanied by an adult caregiver may continue 
working on their quilts. 

  AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
REGISTRATION REQUIRED 

 

Eager Readers Book Club (Grades K-2) 
Thursday, January 6; February 3—4:30-5:15 p.m.     
We'll read a book as a group, talk about it and do a related 
craft. Everyone who participates earns a collectible sticker. 
 

We Play Wii (Grades 1-5) 
Thursday, January 13; February 10—4-5 p.m.  
Get your game on! Come play MarioKart, Wii Sports and 
other fun games...and enjoy some snacks, of course. 
 

Kids Friday Film Festival  (Grades 1-5; younger kids 
are welcome if caregiver watches movie too) 
Friday, January 14; February 11—4-5:30 p.m.   
Come watch a movie with us (rated G or PG). Popcorn and 
lemonade are served.  
 

SkittlesⓇ Bingo (All ages; under 8 with caregiver) 
Monday, January 17; February 21—3:15-3:45 p.m. 
Join us for SkittlesⓇ bingo. Play bingo using candy as 
markers and maybe win a prize! 
 

PokéMania (Grades 1-5) 
Thursday, January 20; February 17—4-5 p.m. 
Come to the library and catch ’em all! We'll use the library 
laptops to learn about PokémonⓇ and real-life animals. 
This program is limited to eight participants, so sign up 
early. 

Reading Patch Book Club (Grades 3-6) 
Tuesday, January 25; February 22—4:30-5:15 p.m.  
Earn a cool embroidered patch by reading and talking 
about books. We’ll have a large selection of books at the 
Information Desk for you to choose from when you sign up. 
 

Geek Lab (Grades 2-5) 
Thursday, January 27; February 24 —4-5 p.m.       
Young scientists can explore scientific principles & conduct 
wild experiments in the Geek Lab. SPECIAL EVENT—CHICAGO 

WOLVES PLAYER VISIT 
REGISTRATION REQUIRED 

All ages; kids under 8 with caregiver 
Tuesday, February 15   

4:30-5:30 p.m.  
 

Chicago Wolves center Riley Holzapfel 
will be here to talk to kids, answer questions, and 
sign autographs. You might get a chance to try on 
some Chicago Wolves hockey gear! This program is 
limited to 30 attendees, so please register early. 

         SPECIAL EVENT—BE MY VALENTINE   
REGISTRATION REQUIRED 

 All ages; kids under 8 with caregiver 
Monday, February 14  4-4:45 p.m.  

 

Kids can join residents of the British Home at a special 
inter-generational Valentine’s Day event. We’ll listen to 
stories, socialize, and decorate some special treats to 
share. Come join the fun! This event is co-sponsored by 
The British Home. 
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Young Adult Programs 
Call the Youth Services Department at 708/485-6917, ext. 140, or check out the website at 

www.brookfieldpubliclibrary.info/youngadults/blog for more information. 

January—February Schedule 
 

Our Young Adult programs are open to kids ages 11 and 
up; Friday night programs are for ages 12 and up.  

Registration is not necessary, but let us know if you’d like 
a reminder call before each program. 

 

Saturday Movie Marathon—Like movies? Like 
snacks? Come to the Saturday Movie Marathon for both! 
Each marathon we'll watch as many movies we have time 
for, eat lots of snacks, and crank out some DIY projects. 
Check the young adult blog to find out which movies we'll 
be showing next! 
Saturday, Feb. 5              12-5 p.m. 
 
AniManga Club – Like Pocky? Like Anime and 
Manga? Join the AniManga Club twice a month for a new 
Anime movie or series and Japanese snacks! Call us or 
check the blog to find out what’s showing next. 
Mondays, Jan. 3 & 17     Feb. 7 & 21           4-5:30 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After Hours – After the library closes it’s time for our 
monthly young adult night of fun. Come for an evening of 
Internet, DJ Hero & Rock Band, Super Smash Brothers 
Brawl tournament play, & lots of snacks. 
Fridays, Jan. 28 & Feb. 25               6:30-8:30 p.m. 
 
    

Teen Read Week Bookmark Contest 
Winners! 

This year we received tons of creative bookmark 
entries for our annual Teen Read Week Bookmark 
Contest. Thanks to everyone who participated, and 

congratulations to our winners! 
 
 

 

 What to Read After Mockingjay 

Incarceron by Catherine Fisher (YA FIC FISHER) ~ In Incarceron no one enters and no one leaves, but the prisoners are 
convinced there is an outside world. 
The Maze Runner by James Dashner (YA FIC DASHNER) ~ Thomas wakes up in the Glade, with no idea how he got there.  He 
also has no memory of his life before the Glade, and neither do any of the other boys who live there—they just know they want 
to get out. 
Ship Breaker by Paolo Bacigalupi (YA FIC BACIGALUPI) ~ Nailer thinks only of survival, of getting from one day to the next. But 
when the beach experiences one of the worst storms that anyone can remember, Nailer’s life changes forever. 
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Friends of the Library 
Friends of the Library (FOL) meetings are held the second Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. 

The FOL Trolley Provided Warmth,  
Convenience, and Good Cheer  

 

Thanks to all the Trolley riders during the Village Holiday Walk on 
December 4. You made the FOL Polar Express another joyous 
success. Special thanks go to Library Board Trustee and FOL 
member, Jon Platt, who played a very authentic role as 
Conductor; Betty LeClere of Betty’s Flowers, who assisted with 
our connections with the Windy City Trolley; FOL President Jane 
Huber, and  Vice President Jerry Hill, who represented the Friends 
with various coordinating committees; and to the Youth Services 
staff who made the bell necklaces, which were enthusiastically 
received by all the Trolley riders. 

Carson Community Day 
 

The Brookfield Friends of the 
Library are selling coupon books 
for Carson’s Community Day, 
happening on Saturday, February 
26. You can purchase your coupon books for 
$5 at the Check Out Desk. The coupon books 
contain $10 off, 30% off, and Early Bird 
coupons and Bonus offers.  
 

To buy or assist in selling the coupon books, 
please contact Jerry Hill, Vice President of the 
Friends, at hjerry2006@yahoo.com. 
 

Thank you for your continued support! 

Yes!  I want to join the Brookfield Friends of the Library! 
 
Name _________________________________________________ Date ______________ 
 
Address ________________________________________________   City ______________ 
 
Email _________________________________________________   Phone _____________ 
 

Membership Type (make checks payable to “Friends of the Library”) 
  __  Individual $10   __  Family $25   __  Senior $5   __  Corporate $50   __  Lifetime $100   __  Patron $200   
 

Please complete this form and return it with your dues to the Check Out Desk or mail to the library at:   
Brookfield Friends of the Library, 3609 Grand Blvd., Brookfield, IL  60513 

Annual Membership Drive 
 

Join or renew your membership with the Brookfield Friends of the Library during the annual membership drive.  The 
Friends of the Library is a non-profit that gives physical and financial support to the Brookfield Public Library through 
fundraising and outreach activities, including book sales and the Taste of Brookfield @ Your Library.   
 

This year the Friends of the Library contributed a large monitor screen at the Checkout Desk, new shelving for the Book 
Nook, quilting supplies, speaker fees, and the FOL Trolley at the Brookfield Holiday Walk. 
 

Help support the Brookfield Public Library by getting involved.  For more information, find the Friends of the Library web 
page at www.brookfieldpubliclibrary.info/friends, email us at friends@brookfieldpubliclibrary.info, or attend the next meet-
ing on Wednesday, January 12 at 7:00 p.m.   

Watch for our Spring Book Sale! 
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Library Director:  Kimberly Litland 

 
Hours of operation: 

Monday–Thursday 10 a.m.–9 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 
Sunday 11 a.m.–6 p.m. between 

Labor Day & Memorial Day 

Board of Trustees 
Dianne Duner, President 

Jonathan Platt, Vice President 
Jennifer Oberhauser, Secretary 

Barbara Garvey, Treasurer 
Carol Vaughan Kissane, Trustee 

Judith Sweet, Trustee 
Lisa Knasiak, Trustee 

 
 

Postal Customer 
Brookfield, IL 60513 

Memorial and Gift Donations 

 
We are grateful to the following individuals for their kind 
donations to the Library: 
 
Hollywood School Parent Teacher Association 

Library Closings 
 

The library will be closed to observe the following 
holidays: 
 

 

New Year’s Day  Saturday, January 1 

Seniors Valentine’s Day Social   
 

Sunday, February 13 at 1:00 p.m. 
Brookfield Village Hall, Lower Level 

 

Stop by and say “hi” to the Brookfield Public Library staff 
at the 4th Annual FREE Seniors Valentine’s Social 
sponsored by the Brookfield Chamber of Commerce and 
hosted by Brookfield Aging Well.   

 

There will be games, entertainment, light  refreshments, 
and lots of special treats.  

 

To attend, RSVP by February 1  
to Mary Pezdek at 485-1527 

  2011 Oscar Challenge  
 

Think you know who will win an Oscar this 
year? Enter our 2nd annual Oscar 
Challenge. The person with the most correct 
answers will win a copy of this year's Best 
Picture.  The last day to enter is February 26, 
and the link for entry will be on the Library’s 
homepage when the nominations are 
announced on January 25, 2011.  

AARP Offers Free Tax Assistance  
 

Need Help with your taxes?  AARP volunteers will be at 
the Library to provide free tax assistance on Fridays, 
February 11 through April 15. Appointments are available 
at Noon, 1:00, 2:00 or 3:00. Sign up today to reserve a 
time; slots fill up quickly! Call 708/485-6917 x130 or 
register in person at the Library.  
 

Registrants will need to bring previous tax returns and 
any applicable forms and statements with them to the 
appointment.   


